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High School is 
Coming

Our students are getting older! 
It has been such a privilege 
walking alongside our kids as 
they grow from elementary 
students into middle school 
students and, now, as middle 
schoolers into high schoolers. 

As they grow and mature, we 
desire to grow and mature 
alongside them. In December, 
we’re excited to be launching 

some age-appropriate and 
relevant programming around 
the specific needs of our high 
school students, all aimed to 
maintain our integrity as an 
organization that values people 
over programs with relationships 
as our first and foremost hope 
and goal!

The generosity by our partners 
during the Back2School Drive 
has continued to bless long 
after August! Recently, we were 
able to gift Room 366 at Folwell 
Performing Arts School with 
some note cards and other 
supplies that were purchased 
and remaining from the B2S 
Drive. In return, they sent us 
a “super nice” note!! Your 
support made this possible!
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On November 14, Ace in the City 
celebrated an evening of fun and 
fellowship, capturing all the joy 
being cultivated in our community. 
We shared stories, broke bread, 
and engaged in good dialogue. We 
reflected on what God has done and 
looked ahead with anticipation for 
what He wants to do. We laughed 
together and we cried together and, 
collectively, we took steps toward 
our vision unfolding. What a night! 

There is power in seeing and we 
saw so many things on display 
during our night together: 

Joy. Generosity. Delight. Unity. 
Community. Belonging! 

Belonging can’t happen until 
everyone is in. All in! We believe we 
took some giant strides closer to this 
sacred space where joy abounds, 
belonging overflows, and where 
everyone is known and valued and 
loved—a place where everyone is 
seen! 

There is also equal power in 
being seen. As an organization, 
we felt seen.  The space created 
during our evening was one of 
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presence, engagement, and 
responsiveness. We were able 
to hit pause, slow down, and 
be challenged and invited into 
something more beautiful and 
more inspiring. So many walked 
in as strangers, but walked 
out as family. We couldn’t be 
more proud of our work toward 
a better, safer, more sacred 
community. 

We are in constant pursuit of 
excellence, stewarding our time 

and talents and resources in 
ways that bring God the utmost 
glory and honor. We continue 
to set the excellence bar high 
for all the work we do, including 
our annual benefit dinner. While 
we made some significant 
changes to our approach 
this year, we believe we far 
exceeded them all and couldn’t 
be more proud of the memories 
shared and joy captured 
together.

Belonging is built not in 
keeping our borders, only in 
crossing them. We celebrate 
and eagerly anticipate all the 
good and beautiful things that 
await us as we break down 
the walls that divide. Our 
Capturing Joy Benefit Dinner 
was a powerful reminder that 
there is nothing more beautiful 
and more powerful than the 
interwoven strength found in an 
“us.” 
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Ace in the City is rich in 
storytelling. We value and 

are very protective of stories 
and had the humbling 

opportunity in hearing a 
bit of Graciela’s story at 

our Capturing Joy Benefit 
Dinner. Graciela has been 
walking alongside us for 

years. We had the amazing 
privilege of catching a 

powerful glimpse into who 
she is and what God is doing 

in and through her life.  
Check out our Vimeo page 
to catch a glimpse yourself.
(vimeo.com/243013096)

Meet Giselle
1. What five words best describe you?

Nice, caring, joyful, bright, and 
grateful

2. What is something that makes your 
family special?
We are a loving and very caring 
family, always helping others.

3. How would the world be different if 
animals could talk?
Very crazy, because animals don’t 
get along with humans.

4. If you had the chance to be the 
teacher tomorrow, what would you 
teach the class?
I would teach them the 
importance of helping people or 
how important life is. 

5. If you could grow up to be famous, 
what would you want to be famous 
for?
If I could become famous, I would 
want to be a famous lawyer, so I 
can help families and the world.

6. If you could give one gift to every 
single child in the world, what gift 
would you give?
I would give every single kid 
shoes so they can run and play.

7. Who makes you smile?
Dogs with really puffy hair makes 
me smile.

6th Grade Slime is all the rage among 
middle school kids, so 
naturally we had to make some 
at Ace | Middle School!  It was 
messy, sticky, 
colorful, and 
awesome.  
Since 
none 
of the 
leaders 
had ever 
made slime, it 
was an amazing opportunity 
for the kids to step up and be 
leaders: of course they did 
not disappoint! Around the 
room, kids were abandoning 
their own slime to help others 
mix, measure, trade glitter or 
food coloring to make sure 
everyone had a unique and 
squishy slime to take home. 

-Lana Nelson
Ace | Middle School Volunteer

Supporting Ace Families
Dignity is one of our guiding 
values, believing we all 
have something to offer and 
something to receive. As 
we approach the Christmas 
season, we affirm our parents’ 
desire to provide for their 
own families. 

As we walk alongside our 
families, we are so excited 
about changes we’ve made 
with our Christmas Drive 
this year. Similar to our 
Back2School Drive, we are 
in the process of collecting 
hundreds of gifts from our 
partners.  Instead of giving 

them away, we’re thrilled, 
for the first time ever, to be 
opening a Gift Store where 
our parents can purchase 
gifts (at a discounted rate) for 
their families! 

This may be a small and 
subtle pivot, but we believe 
this is a step in the right 
direction as we seek to love 
our families well!
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We want you to join in the 
goodness that is happening! 
There are some incredible Ace 
volunteer opportunities, serving 
either weekly or every other 
week, that begin at the end of 
September and run through April. 
We can’t do this without amazing 
people like you! Check it out...

Ace | Readers: Provoking 
discovery of minds and hearts 
through literacy in our young K-5 
readers. 

 » Powderhorn Park:        
Mondays — 5:15-6:45 pm 
(Commitment: 5:00-7:00) 

 » Folwell School:           
Mondays — 3:15-5:30 pm

Ace | Middle School: Building 
intentional relationships with 
6-8th graders through real and 
relevant fun.

 » Powderhorn Park: 
Wednesdays — 5:15-6:45 pm 
(Commitment: 5:00-7:00)

 » Folwell School:            
Tuesdays — 3:15-5:30 pm

Ace | Nourish: Nourishing 
bodies in collaboration with 
Sheridan Story weekend meal 
program.

 » Folwell School:               
Fridays — 9:30-11:00

 How You Can Help!

join us & email: volunteer@aceinthecity.org

Did you know...  
Did you know one of 
the best ways to serve 
our community may be 
in the form of a snack or 
meal? Interested to learn 
more? Email Kristen at 

kristen.hannack@
aceinthecity.org


