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Students in our Ace programming 
have now entered Middle School 
and we want to continue having 
fun in new and energizing ways. 
Naturally, that translates into taking 
our first ever Middle School Retreat!

48 hours in July. A theme of Endure. 
Three leaders. Nine students. One 
awesome farm turned retreat center, 
the Refuge. This recipe built strong 
relationships with our crew; stronger 
relationships than potentially 
six months of one night a week 
programming!

Comfort zones are precious during 
middle school. This retreat and 
theme gave the students a needed 
nudge out of the zone through 
team building activities, like The 
Challenge, an hour of solitude, and 
devotional reflections. Together, we 
dug through stories from society 
and the Bible, finding examples 
of making what may have seemed 
impossible, possible! Our students 
hear from society that it’s okay 
to throw in the towel when life 
gets tough. Yet, we encouraged 
and challenged them to choose 
endurance! 

{Relationships through Story}

Continued on next page...

Fellowship 
Dinner!!

We are gearing up for what 
we believe will be our greatest 
fundraising event ever! Set 
aside the night for a free 
evening of Capturing Joy as we 
continue to foster a community 
of belonging with the 
neighborhoods of Minneapolis. 
We are excited to be at a new 
venue, to offer live music, a 
cash bar cocktail hour (5-6pm), 
a delicious plated dinner & 
dessert, a shorter yet powerful 
program, and so much Joy!    

Would you host a table of 8? 
Invite others to share in 
the night? Or interested in 
attending? Contact               
Jill.erickson@aceinthecity.org!

Quickly after an initial connection 
in May, Heart Ministries stepped 
in as an incredible partner 
and gift to Ace. For this year’s 
Back2School Bash, Heart 
Ministries provided AND served 
the food for our community. We 
have been hugely blessed by 
their generosity. Check out more 
of Heart on Facebook:

big and bold
make moments

@HosannaEmergencyActionRe-
sponseTeam

When: Tuesday, November 14 
Cocktail Hour at 5 PM 

Plated Dinner & Program at 6 PM

Where: Aria (www.ariampls.com)

#AceintheCity



#AceDailyFav

The students were given space 
to reflect on different areas in 
their lives where they decided 
to endure or the areas where 
they can still choose endurance!

The Challenge, a highlight for 
every student, was an activity 
which tested all of us mentally, 
physically, and emotionally. 
Divided into two teams, 
each team was given a list to 
accomplish. The last task was 
to climb a mountain (otherwise 

known as the tubing hill). They 
had three paths to choose 
from. Both teams decided to go 
straight up the hill - the shortest 
but hardest path. Every person 
made it to the top! One student 
exclaimed, “It didn’t even matter 
what team came in first... It was 
about working together as a 
team and about finishing! And 
WE ALL finished!” After saying 
this, she broke down in tears, 
overwhelmed and overjoyed to 
have completed The Challenge.

This retreat was a truly the 
start of a beautiful tradition of 
retreating from normal rhythms. 
This provided an opportunity 
where Middle Schoolers can 
simply be Middle Schoolers, to 
be challenged, to grow closer 
to God, and their community! 
School has started and the rigor 
will hit, yet we’ll be reunited 
at the end of September to 
continue the fun and endure 
together the new year! 
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This year’s Drive & Bash were a 
success! The highlights:

 » Collaborated with 13 church, 
corporate, and organizational 
partners. 

 » Over 400 backpacks 
collected and almost $10,000 
raised for school supplies. 

 » 4 Backpack Packing Parties
 » 79 degrees and low humidity.
 » 5 carnival games, 2 large 
inflatables, and 1, 40-foot slip 
& slide.

 » 6 grill masters, 4 face-
painters, 2 professional 
stylists giving free hair cuts, 
and 30+ volunteers.

Meet Luis
1. What five words best describe you?

Caring, nice, joyful, helpful, sad.

2. What is your favorite thing to 
learn?
Math is my favorite subject to do.

3. If you could give one gift to every 
single child in the world, what gift 
would you give?
I would give them toys, everyone 
likes toys.

4. How would the world be different if 
animals could talk?
More friendships would be made 
with the animals.

5. Who makes you smile?
My friends because they are my 
best friend ever!

6. What do you love doing that 
makes you feel happiest?
Playing with Legos makes me the 
happiest. 

7. If you could grow up to be famous, 
what would you want to be famous 
for?
I want to be famous police. 

8. If you had the chance to be the 
teacher tomorrow, what would you 
teach the class?
I would teach math because we 
have to learn.

3rd Grade This summer was our church’s 
first backpack drive and we 
had about a dozen of our 
children and adults come out 
for our first 
packing 
party. 
We were 
amazed 
at how 
thoughtful 
and 
organized 
the operation was: in just a 
couple hours our small group 
of kids and adults had sorted 
hundreds of items and packed 
dozens of backpacks. It was 
simple, fun, and most of all it 
was moving to see how small 
acts of generosity could come 
together to bless many lives!

Matt Kennedy, Lead Pastor
Bethlehem Covenant Church

Our Partners in Juarez
Life is shaped by our 
perspectives. The 
opportunities we have and the 
experiences we hold, impact 
the way we see ourselves, our 
world, our faith, and our God. 
Travel has always been one of 
the greatest ways to expand 
perspective, challenge status 
quo, and learn to live and love 
our neighbor well.
 
We led two trips this summer 
to our partners in Juarez, 
Mexico--Emmanuel Ministries--

and the eighty amazing kids of 
the home. So fun to see such a 
diverse group experience this 
place—young and old, married 
and single, first timers and 
trip vets, entire family units 
and everything in between. 
God is good! Highlights 
include (but certainly not 
limited to) life-sized hungry 
hippos, waterslides and wave 
pools, mountain climbs and 
mountaintop devotions, 
sunshine and smiles. Lots and 
lots of smiles! 

(continued from first page...)

We want you to join in the 
goodness that is happening! 
There are some incredible Ace 
volunteer opportunities, serving 
either weekly or every other 
week, that begin at the end of 
September and run through April. 
We can’t do this without amazing 
people like you! Check it out...

Ace | Readers: Provoking 
discovery of minds and hearts 
through literacy in our young K-5 
readers. 

 » Powderhorn Park:        
Mondays — 5:15-6:45 pm 
(Commitment: 5:00-7:00) 

 » Folwell School:           
Mondays — 3:15-5:30 pm

Ace | Middle School: Building 
intentional relationships with 
6-8th graders through real and 
relevant fun.

 » Powderhorn Park: 
Wednesdays — 5:15-6:45 pm 
(Commitment: 5:00-7:00)

 » Folwell School:            
Tuesdays — 3:15-5:30 pm

Ace | Nourish: Nourishing 
bodies in collaboration with 
Sheridan Story weekend meal 
program.

 » Folwell School:               
Fridays — 9:30-11:00

 How You Can Help!

join us & email: volunteer@aceinthecity.org

Did you know...  
We spend a week at 

Christmas time with our 
friends at Emmanuel 

Children’s Home? We’re in 
the midst of planning our 
Christmas, Ace | Abroad 

trip. If you’d like to 
share love and laughter 
with the kids and staff in 

Juarez, email us! 
info@aceinthecity.org


